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UK NEWS

BIRMINGHAM

 Car park canvas
A giant mural has been unveiled on the roof of a 
car park in Digbeth, Birmingham.

Joshua Billingham, also known as  
Gent 48, was asked to paint the ‘Be Bold, Be 
Birmingham’ artwork. It is part of the city centre 
redevelopment.

“I didn’t do so well at school, but I was always 
passionate about drawing and painting,” revealed 
Joshua.

He added, “It shows that if you stick at 
something and you’re passionate, it can pay off 
for you.”

It took eight days to complete the mural. 
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 Guided running 

For the first time, Bristol is holding a race 
especially for blind people and people who see very 
little.

Each blind runner has a guide who runs alongside.

The 10 kilometre run will be part of the Great 
Bristol Run weekend in September. 

Blind runner Chris Blackabee (above) said running 
gives him “a real taste of freedom” as well as 
boosting his physical and mental health.

BRISTOL

 Haunted village up for sale 

The Old Village of Lawers in Scotland is up for 
sale for £125,000 – what a bargain! But there’s 
a catch – it is said to be haunted by a 17th-
century ghost!

Rumour has it that the Lady of Lawers still 
watches over the village. She predicted that the 
village church would collapse and it did, in a 
thunderstorm! 

Whoever snaps up the spooky site will become 
the owners of ancient ruins, woodland and a 
private beach on beautiful Loch Tay. 
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Questions on: ’UK news’

1) Match the headline to the correct location.

Car park canvas

Guided running

Haunted village up for sale

Perthshire

Birmingham

Bristol

  
 
 
Look at the news from Birmingham.

2) Find the facts about this public work of art.

The name of the artwork: ________________________________

What has been painted: ________________________________

The two names of the artist: ___________________________

3) Look at Joshua’s words. 
Which sentence summarises his message?

Don’t worry about working hard at school, you can 
still succeed.  

Everyone can be a great artist if you just keep trying.

Find what you love, work hard and who knows what 
might happen.

Look at the news from Perthshire.

4) Find three – or possibly four – things you get if you buy the 
Old Village of Lawers. 

5) What does ‘there’s a catch’ mean here?

there’s a ghost

there’s a hidden problem

there’s an old lock

6) Find two groups of words that tell you the ghost is not a fact!

Look at the news from Bristol.

7) What do the guides do in this race?

8) Try to imagine, if you can, what it might feel like to be blind. 
Why do you think Chris says that running gives him a 
“taste of freedom”?
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BIG NEWS

Two accidents at sea have hit the headlines 
around the world this week.

In Sri Lanka, hundreds of dead animals have washed 
up following a huge fire on a cargo ship. 

The X-Press Pearl was carrying oil and dangerous 
chemicals when it caught fire in May and sank in 
June. Since then, 176 turtles, 20 dolphins and four 
whales have been found dead. 

Many people are concerned that pollution from the 
accident could be a danger to wildlife for many years 
to come. 

The accident is now being investigated. The ship’s 
crew have said they were aware of a leak on board. 
They said that two countries refused to let them dock 
and this is why they carried on to Sri Lanka. 

Meanwhile, in the Gulf of Mexico, a huge fire erupted 
in the sea when an underwater pipeline burst. 

Pemex, the oil company that owns the pipeline, 
said the blaze had been caused by a gas leak. It 
added that no-one had been hurt and it would be 
investigating what happened. It’s not known if marine 
wildlife was affected.

Video of the huge, swirling “eye of fire” was widely 
shared on the internet; many said it looked like 
something out of a movie. The flames took more than 
five hours to put out.

FIRES AT SEA
THREATEN WILDLIFE

Huge swirling flames could be seen on 
the water

Smoke billows from the X-Press Pearl 
ship before it sank near Sri Lanka
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Questions on: ‘Fires at sea threaten wildlife’

1) In which two parts of the world have there been fires at sea?

2) What is, or rather was, the X-Press Pearl?

3) What happened to it in:

May? __________________________________________________

June? _______________________________________________

4) Why is this accident in the news again now, in July?

5) The crew have said that “two countries refused to let them 
dock”. What does this mean? Why is it an important fact?

6) Why do you think so many creatures have died because of this 
accident?

7) Who or what is Pemex?

8) What information tells you that this was a large, serious gas 
leak? Find the evidence.
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FRONT PAGE

The skateboarding star will become Britain’s youngest ever summer Olympian when 
she competes at the Games in Tokyo later this month.

After being selected for the team, Sky said: “It’s a crazy feeling. It’s like more than a 
dream come true. I mean, it’s insane. I’m so stoked and I’m going to try my best for 
Britain.” 

She also said she hopes to inspire more young girls to take up the sport. 

Fourteen-year-old Bombette Martin will also be on the team. The girls will make 
history by representing Team GB in skateboarding, which has 
been included at the Olympics for the first time ever this year. 

At the other end of the age range, Wally Funk (right) is about 
to become the oldest person ever to travel into space! The 
82-year-old acclaimed pilot was told she couldn’t be an 
astronaut in the 1960s because she was 
a woman. 

It has just been announced she will be joining Jeff Bezos 
– owner of Amazon – on the first flight of his New 
Shepard rocket. She said: “I didn’t think I’d ever get to 
go up.” Wally will finally fulfil her life’s dream on 
20th July. 

At just 13 years of age, Sky Brown is competing for Britain at this year’s 
Olympic Games!
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MAKING HISTORY AT 13 AND 82!
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Questions on: ‘Making history at 13 and 82!’

1) Why is age important in this news report?

2) Who are these people? Match the person to the correct 
explanation.

Jeff Bezos

Sky Brown

Bombette Martin

Wally Funk

An 82-year-old pilot

A 14-year-old Olympian 

Owner of Amazon

A 13-year-old Olympian 

 

 

 

3) In which city is the Olympic Games being held?
Do you know which country it is in? (You aren’t told in the 
report!)

4) What message was Wally Funk given in the 1960s?
What message has Wally been given this week?

5) Wally is described as an “acclaimed pilot”.
What do you think acclaimed might mean?

highly praised

space

over-rated

youthful

6) What event is set to happen on 20th July?

7) Find two pieces of evidence that tell you Wally has wanted to 
go to space for a long time.

8) Which people do you think will be most inspired by this 
news report?
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BIG NEWS

Wally might look like a gentle giant, but he’s been causing mischief since he 
arrived on the UK’s shores four months ago. 

In Wales, he sat on the slipway (the slope down to the sea) of a lifeboat station. 
Airhorns had to be used to scare him away, but he became used to them.

In the Scilly Isles, Wally has damaged and sunk several boats in St Mary’s 
harbour. It’s thought that Wally tries to climb on to the boats looking for a place 
to rest, but his huge size causes the boats damage and some have even capsized. 

Walruses are massive marine mammals that usually live in the Arctic. Males can 
weigh up to 1.5 tonnes.

Although wildlife lovers and photographers have been thrilled to see 
this unusual visitor up close, boat owners are unhappy. There is also 
concern that Wally could cause serious injury if he capsizes a boat that 
has people on board.

Now, the British Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDMLR) charity will try to 
get him to move on by playing polar bear growls and using the bear’s 
scent, as walruses are apparently terrified of polar bears!

The charity hopes he’ll leave the harbour and find a quieter, wild 
site to rest in, before he continues on his journey back north to his 
Arctic home.
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SCARES WALLY! 

ROAR!

Last month we told you about Wally, the walrus that keeps popping 
up along the west coast of Britain. He has now turned up in the Isles 
of Scilly and is causing trouble!
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Questions on: ‘Scares Wally!’

1) Where do walruses normally live?

2) Where has Wally been for the last four months?

3) What ‘trouble’ has Wally been causing around the UK?

4) Who is very happy to have Wally around?
Who is not happy to have Wally around? 

5) What does BDMLR stand for?

6) How is Wally going to be encouraged to leave the harbour?

7) Can you find a three-word description of walruses that uses 
alliteration (where words start with the same sound)?

8) Do you think it’s fair to say that Wally is ‘causing trouble’ and 
‘causing mischief’?


