
Jay 

Colours: Multi-coloured, black and white wings and tail 

Sound: Screech 

Food: Mainly acorns, nuts, seeds and insects  

Tail: Long and thin. Fan shaped in flight. 

 

 

 

Latin name 

Garrulus glandarius 

Family - Crows  

Where to see them - Found across most of the UK, except northern Scotland. Lives in both forests, 

parks and mature gardens. Likes oak trees in autumn when there are plenty of acorns.  

When to see them - All year round, but often more obvious in autumn when they travel most in 

search of acorns. 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/name/j/jay/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/crows.aspx


Starling 
 

Colours: Looks black, but close up glossy purples and greens 

Sound: Like a loud whistle 

Food: Insects and fruit 

Tail: Short with squared end  

 
 

Latin name   Sturnus vulgaris 

Family    Starlings  

Where to see them    All over the UK, except for the highest parts of the Scottish Highlands. They 

are one of the UK's commonest garden birds. Huge roosts are found in plantations, reed beds and city 

centres. 

When to see them    All year round. Large numbers arrive in autumn to spend the winter here. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/starlings.aspx


Robin 

Beak: Short, thin cone shape 

Colours: Brown and grey with red breast and face 

Sound: Chirps and chirrups 

Food: Worms, seeds, fruits and insects 

Tail: Long with forked end 

 

 

Latin name    Erithacus rubecula 

Family    Chats and thrushes 

Where to see them     Across the UK in woodland, hedgerows, parks and gardens. 

When to see them    All year round. 

  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/thrushes.aspx


Blackbird  

Beak: Medium length, thin and slightly curved 

Colours: Males are black with orange beak and eye ring (females are 

brown).  

Sound: Chirrups and warbles 

Food: Insects, worms and berries 

Tail: Long with forked end 

 

Latin name  Turdus merula 

Family    Chats and thrushes 

Where to see them Found everywhere in the UK in gardens and countryside and from coasts to hills, 

although not on the highest peaks. 

When to see them   All year round. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/thrushes.aspx


Magpie  

Beak: Medium length, wide and slightly curved 

Colours: Black and white (metallic purples, greens and blues close up) 

Sound: Noisy chatter 

Food: Omnivore and scavenger (they eat most types of food they find) 

Tail: Long with wedge-shaped end 

 

 

Latin name Pica pica 

Family   Crows  

Where to see them    All across the UK except the Scottish Highlands. 

When to see them All year round. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/crows.aspx


Bluetit  

Beak: Short, thick cone shape 

Colours: A mix of blue, yellow, white and green 

Sound: Chirps and whistles 

Food: Insects, caterpillars, seeds and nuts 

Tail: Long with wedge-shaped end 

 

Latin name Cyanistes caeruleus 

Family Tits  

Where to see them All across the whole of the UK apart from some Scottish islands. 

When to see them All year round  

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/tits.aspx


The Purple Sandpiper 

Beak: Long, thin and curved 

Colours: Dark grey above and white below, orange legs 

Sound: Chirps and whistles 

Food: Shellfish, insects, spiders, crustaceans, and plants 

Tail: Short and rounded – fans out in flight 

 

Latin name Calidris maritima 

Family     Sandpipers and allies 

Where to see them  In some coastal areas of the UK – especially East Coast of Scotland and 

Northern England 

When to see them Mainly a winter visitor 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/sandpipers.aspx


Barn Owl 

Beak: Short and curved 

Colours: Pale brown back and wings and pure white underparts  

Sound: Screech 

Food: Mice, voles and shrews 

Tail: Short and square – fans out in flight 

Other features: Heart-shaped face 

 

Latin name Tyto alba 

Family Owls  

Where to see them The UK countryside 

When to see them All year round; Best at dusk as they are nocturnal. 

  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/owls.aspx


Chaffinch 

Beak: Short, wide cone shape 

Colours: Red body with grey crest and collar with black and white 

patterned wings 

Sound: Loud. Varied calls – chirps, chirrups and whistles 

Food: Insects and seeds 

Tail: Long with forked end 

 

Latin name Fringilla coelebs 

Family Finches 

Where to see them  Anywhere around the UK 

When to see them All year round  

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/finches.aspx


Moorhens  

Beak: Medium length and wide 

Colours: Bluish-black and brown with a white stripe, a red and yellow 

beak and green legs  

Sound: Chirrup and chatter  

Food: Water plants, seeds, fruit, grasses, insects, snails, worms and 

small fish 

Tail: Fan shaped 

 

Latin name Gallinula chloropus 

Family Rails  

Where to see them All over the UK except on the higher hills, around any pond, lake, stream or river. 

When to see them Any time of year, and any time of day. 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/birdguide/families/rails.aspx

