
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) MAKE IT ENJOYABLE— whatever you plan to do, the most important thing to remem-

ber is that children become readers when they find a book they enjoy and once books 

make them happy, they are hooked for life. So don’t discourage them from re-reading 

an old favourite. Guide and suggest, but let them make their own choices.  

2) KEEP IT VARIED— whether it is a novel or a poem, a history book or a science book, a 

comic, diary or joke book, a biography or a picture book, variety is the spice of a read-

ing life.  

3) READ OUT LOUD — this provides the perfect opportunity to spend time together with 

your child. You do not need to be a professional actor to read aloud, but do put plenty 

of emotion into it (Put on some ‘voices’ even though they are often truly laughable) 

and don’t go too fast. Always take the time to read to your children, no matter how old 

they may be.  

4) DISCUSS THE BOOKS—chatting about the books is a huge part of the reading experi-

ence and enjoyable for both you and your child. Ask questions which make them think 

about what they are reading and encourage them  to find the answers. Pause regularly 

if you are reading together and discuss issues which the book raises and connections to 

other books or life experiences. Be a ‘reading mentor’ to your child.  

5) AUDIOBOOKS ARE BOOKS TOO— people learn in all different styles and also enjoy sto-

ries in different ways. Storytelling is far older than reading a printed book, so once in a 

while children may enjoy this experience. ‘Audible’ is owned by Amazon, Listening 

Books which may be worth checking out (www.listening-books.org.uk) 

 

FINALLY ONE FOR YOU—read yourself. Not only is it great for you, if your children see you 

reading then they are much more like to follow your lead.  


