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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                              Worksheet 2A

Read the advantage and disadvantage cards carefully, then 
place them in the correct part of the table below.

advantages of monarchy disadvantages of monarchy

advantages of democracy disadvantages of democracy

Talk to a partner - can you think of any more advantages or 
disadvantages of each type of government?
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?           Advantage & Disadvantage Cards A                 

All citizens were given the chance to 
express their choices and opinions.

The time limit of one year serving on the 
council meant that no one citizen or 
group could become too powerful.

500 citizens made up the council, 
meaning that a wide variety of views and 

opinions was represented.

It is estimated that only 10% - 20% of the 
population were citizens. Non-citizens, 

women and slaves could not vote.

Decisions could take a long time to 
make, as the council members had to 

discuss them, then set a date for a vote.

It was not guaranteed that a council 
chosen at random would be effective at 

making new laws.

Decisions could be made quickly.
If the leader was strong and effective, 

the city-state would benefit from his rule.

The hereditary rule gave people 
structure – they always knew who the 

next leader would be.

If the leader was weak, ineffective, cruel 
or greedy, the city-state could suffer from 

his rule.

People living in the city-state had no 
choice but to abide by the rules, laws 

and decisions of their leader.

A leader did not have to listen to or 
consider the opinions of anyone but 

himself.

Advantage and Disadvantage Cards for Democracy:

Advantage and Disadvantage Cards for monarchy:
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?           Advantage & Disadvantage Cards B                 

All citizens were given the chance to 
express their choices and opinions.

The time limit of one year serving on the 
council meant that no one citizen or 
group could become too powerful.

500 citizens made up the council, 
meaning that a wide variety of views and 

opinions was represented.

It is estimated that only 10% - 20% of the 
population were citizens. Non-citizens, 

women and slaves could not vote.

Decisions could take a long time to 
make, as the council members had to 

discuss them, then set a date for a vote.

It was not guaranteed that a council 
chosen at random would be effective at 

making new laws.

Decisions could be made quickly.

If the leader was strong and effective, 
the city-state would benefit from his rule.

The hereditary rule gave people 
structure – they always knew who the 

next leader would be.

If the leader was weak, ineffective, cruel 
or greedy, the city-state could suffer from 

his rule.

People living in the city-state had no 
choice but to abide by the rules, laws 

and decisions of their leader.

A leader did not have to listen to or 
consider the opinions of anyone but 

himself.

Advantage and Disadvantage Cards for  
monarchy and democracy:
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                              Worksheet 2B

As a group, discuss what you think the advantages and disadvantages 
of the two different types of government would have been in ancient 

Greece, then note down your ideas in the table below.

advantages of monarchy disadvantages of monarchy

advantages of democracy disadvantages of democracy

Once you have finished, take a look at the advantages and 
disadvantages cards - did you think of each of these ideas?
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?               Types of Government                    

The word 'monarchy' comes from the 
greek root words 'monos' (meaning 'one') 

and 'arkhein' (meaning 'rule').

monarchy

Ruled by a king 
City-state example: Corinth

From c. 2000 BC to c. 800 BC, most areas of ancient Greece were ruled 
by monarchs. These were always kings, as women were not allowed to 
have power. When one king died, their power was passed on to their 
children – usually the eldest son.  
Although they had advisers to help them make decisions, the kings of 
ancient Greece had total power, making laws and setting taxes, acting as 
judge and deciding punishments for those who disobeyed the laws, and 
leading the army during wars.

The word 'oligarchy' comes from the 
greek root words 'oligos' (meaning 'few') 

and 'arkhein' (meaning 'rule').

oligarchy

Ruled by a small group of people 
City-state example: Sparta

Between c. 800 BC and c. 650 BC, most parts of Greece were ruled by an oligarchy 
government. This usually consisted of a small group of rich men, who shared power and 
made decisions together.  
Many oligarchs were unpopular, as they used their power to pass 
laws which made rich people richer, and increased taxes for poor 
people. They also used the army to force people to obey their 
laws. By 650 BC, only Sparta had a stable oligarchy, where two 
kings shared power.

The word 'democracy' comes from the 
greek root words 'demos' (meaning 

'people') and 'kratos' (meaning 'power').

Democracy

Ruled by many people 
City-state example: Athens

The city-state of Athens was the first to introduce the idea of 'direct' democracy, where 
the power to make decisions was in the hands of the people, who were called citizens. 
Each year, a 'drawing' took place, where the names of 500 citizens were chosen at 
random. These citizens formed the council, who were responsible for making new laws. 
The rest of the citizens living within the city-state (who were  
called the assembly) then voted for or against the new law.  
The majority ruled. A new council was chosen every year. 

'Citizens' were men who had completed their military 
training. Women, children and slaves could not be citizens.
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet A

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

King of Corinth

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet B

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom

Citizen living under 
monarchy rule
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet C

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom

Member of  
oligarchy
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet D

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom

Citizen living under 
oligarchy rule

Tortfeasor
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet E

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom

member of 
democratic council
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet F

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom

Citizen living under 
democratic rule
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                 Thought Bubble Sheet G

First, read the Types of Government Sheet. Now, put yourselves 'in the shoes'  

of the ancient Greek below, and answer the question:  

how do you feel about the way your city-state is governed, and why?

try to include: 

! The advantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom 

! the disadvantages you think this type of 
government has, and for whom

Woman living under 
democratic rule
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?            ANSWERS Worksheet 2A

Read the advantages and disadvantages cards carefully, then 
place them in the correct part of the table below.

advantages of monarchy disadvantages of monarchy

advantages of democracy disadvantages of democracy

Talk to a partner - can you think of any more advantages or 
disadvantages of each type of government?

All citizens were given the chance to 
express their choices and opinions.

The time limit of one year serving on the 
council meant that no one citizen or 
group could become too powerful.

500 citizens made up the council, 
meaning that a wide variety of views and 

opinions was represented.

It is estimated that only 10% - 20% of the 
population were citizens. Non-citizens, 

women and slaves could not vote.

Decisions could take a long time to 
make, as the council members had to 

discuss them, then set a date for a vote.

It was not guaranteed that a council 
chosen at random would be effective at 

making new laws.

Decisions could be made quickly.

If the leader was strong and effective, 
the city-state would benefit from his rule.

The hereditary rule gave people 
structure – they always knew who the 

next leader would be.

If the leader was weak, ineffective, cruel 
or greedy, the city-state could suffer from 

his rule.

People living in the city-state had no 
choice but to abide by the rules, laws 

and decisions of their leader.

A leader did not have to listen to or 
consider the opinions of anyone but 

himself.
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