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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                      Timeline Cards A

Hellenistic period Mycenaean age Archaic period

Minoan age Classic period Dark age

This advanced 
civilisation lived on the 

island of Crete.

The very first Olympic 
games took place 
during this period.

There is little or no 
evidence of written 
records, art or trade 
from this period of 

time.

Alexander the Great, 
who conquered much 
of Europe and Asia, 
was king during this 

period.

These people prided 
themselves on being 
successful warriors, 

and spent most of their 
wealth on wars.

This period ended 
when the Romans 

conquered Greece, 
making it part of the 

Roman Empire.

The Greek poet, 
Homer, and the Greek 

mathematician, 
Pythagoras, were born 

during this period.

The Colossus, a  
50-metre-tall statue, 

was built on the island 
of Rhodes.

The people were ruled 
by kings who shared 

their wealth by 
spending it on art, 

architecture, and food 
for everyone.

This civilisation lived 
on mainland Greece. 

These people are 
named after their 

largest city.

It is thought that the 
population greatly 

declined during this 
age.

Athens and Sparta, 
two powerful city-
states, fought each 

other during the 
Peloponnesian War.
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                                                                               Worksheet 1A                                                                                                                     

With a partner, first read and discuss the order of timeline cards A. Now cut them out, 
and stick each one into the correct place in the table below to complete the timeline.

c. 2000 bc - 1450 bc c. 1450 bc - 1100 bc c. 1100 bc - 800 bc c. 800 bc - 480 bc c. 480 bc - 323 bc c. 323 bc - 146 bc
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                      Timeline Cards B

Hellenistic period Mycenaean age Archaic period

Minoan age Classic period Dark age

This advanced 
civilisation lived on the 

island of Crete.

The very first Olympic 
games took place 
during this period.

There is little or no 
evidence of written 
records, art or trade 
from this period of 

time.

Alexander the Great, 
who conquered much 
of Europe and Asia, 
was king during this 

period.

These people prided 
themselves on being 
successful warriors, 

and spent most of their 
wealth on wars.

This period ended 
when the Romans 

conquered Greece, 
making it part of the 

Roman Empire.

The Greek poet, 
Homer, and the Greek 

mathematician, 
Pythagoras, were born 

during this period.

The Colossus, a  
50-metre-tall statue, 

was built on the island 
of Rhodes.

The people were ruled 
by kings who shared 

their wealth by 
spending it on art, 

architecture, and food 
for everyone.

This civilisation lived 
on mainland Greece. 

These people are 
named after their 

largest city.

It is thought that the 
population greatly 

declined during this 
age.

Athens and Sparta, 
two powerful city-

states, fought each 
other during the 

Peloponnesian War.

c. 1100 BC - 800 BC c. 323 BC - 146 BC c. 2000 BC - 1450 BC

c. 800 BC - 480 BC c. 1450 BC - 1100 BC c. 480 BC - 323 BC
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                                                                               Worksheet 1B                                                                                                                     

cut out and stick timeline cards B into the correct places in the table 
below to complete the timeline.
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                                                                               Worksheet 1C                                                                                                                     

use the information sheets to complete the timeline table below to show the names and dates of the six 
time periods we have discussed in the lesson, and note down any key events or information for each one.
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?              Information Sheet (1)

minoan age c. 2000 bc - 1450 bc

In 2000 BC, the first great Greek civilisation was 
flourishing on the island of Crete – the Minoans. They had 
a strong navy, and traded throughout the Mediterranean. 
They were a very advanced people – they had homes with 
running water, recorded events in their own written 
language and were competent architects, building huge, 
elaborate palaces all over the island.

The Minoan people were ruled by a succession of kings who shared their wealth with 
their people by spending it on art and architecture, and ensuring there was enough 
food for everyone.

There are many theories as to the decline of the minoan civilisation. 
One is that they were invaded by the Mycenaean people from mainland 
Greece (we will discuss these people next!) The other is that thera, the 

volcano on the island of santorini, erupted, causing great devastation 
through earthquakes and tsunamis.

MYCENAEAN age c. 1450 bc - 1100 bc

The Mycenaean civilisation developed on mainland Greece. 
The name of these people came from their largest city, 
Mycenae, which at its peak had a population of around 
30,000. They built large ships and sailed to Egypt to trade 
goods. The Lion Gate, the main entrance  

to the city of Mycenae

The Mycenaeans prided themselves on being successful warriors. 
They often built their homes on the tops of hills so they could better 
defend them from that position. Much of their wealth was spent on 
wars and honouring warriors who had died in battle with elaborate, 
lavish ceremonies. 
The Mycenaean civilisation itself began to decline c. 1250 BC. Many 
of their cities were destroyed by fire. It is unknown whether the 
decline was caused by a natural disaster, or invaders from other 
lands. 

Did you know?  
The 'c.' before the 
date stands for 

'circa', which means 
approximately, or 
around - it is used 
when the precise 

dates are not 
known.

The 
Mycenaean 

period is 
also 

sometimes 
known as 
the heroic 

age.
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?             Information Sheet (2)

dark age c.1100 bc - 800 bc

In c. 800 BC, Greek civilisation began to emerge again. During 
this period, the first Olympic Games took place in honour of 
the Greek god, Zeus. The games took place every four years. 
The Greek poet, Homer, also wrote the famous epic poems 
The Iliad and The Odyssey, which are still studied today. 
Pythagoras, a Greek mathematician, was born in this period. 
His theories are still used in mathematics today, including the 
Pythagorean theorem about right-angled triangles.

After the fall of the Mycenaean civilisation, the country 
entered a dark age. There is little evidence of any written 
records, art or trade during these years, and it is thought 

that the population greatly declined.

ARCHAIC PERIOD c. 800 bc - 480 bc

CLASSICAL PERIOD c. 480 bc - 323 bc

In this period, democracy was introduced - this meant that all 
(adult male) citizens could vote on rules and laws. 
Two of the great Greek philosophers, Socrates and Plato,  
were teaching people their ideas at this time.  

In 447 BC, work on the construction of the Parthenon, a temple dedicated to the 
goddess Athena, began. It was completed  almost ten years later, in 438 BC. It is 
considered to be one of Ancient Greece's greatest architectural accomplishments.
During the Classical period, fighting between the two 
powerful city-states of Athens and Sparta began. This 
lasted from 431 BC to 404 BC, and was known as the 
Peloponnesian War. Alexander the Great was the king  
of Ancient Greece from 336 BC to 323 BC. He is 
considered to be one of the great military commanders  
in history, as he conquered much of Europe and Asia.

Alexander the Great 
never lost a single 

battle. 
  

In 323 BC, he suddenly 
became sick and died - 
some suspect he was 

poisoned.

Illustration of Greek athletes  
at the Olympic games

A philosopher 
is a person who 

thinks deeply 
and seriously 

about life and 
other matters.
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?             Information Sheet (3)

HELLENISTIC PERIOD c. 323 bc - 146 bc

After the death of Alexander the Great, his generals divided 
the conquered lands between themselves. Each state was 
now ruled by kings. 
Due to an expansion in trading, Greek culture mixed with the 
surrounding Egyptian, Persian and Indian cultures, leading to 
many discoveries and advancements in mathematics, science 
and astronomy. 
It was during this period that the Colossus was built on the 
island of Rhodes. It was an impressive statue, said to be 
almost 50 metres tall (including the platform). It stood for 54 
years until it was destroyed during an earthquake.

However, the city states of Greece were constantly fighting with each other, which 
made it hard for them to unite against the common enemy of the emerging power 
of Rome.  
The Greek civilisation began to decline. In 146 BC, the Romans conquered Greece, 
making it part of the Roman Empire. 

Despite now being in power, the Romans 
recognised the importance of many 

aspects of Greek culture, and preserved 
many artworks and buildings - which is 

one of the reasons why so many examples 
still survive today.

BC 

“Before Christ” 

everything that happened 
before Jesus was born is 

known as the time period ‘BC’. 

AD 

“Anno domini” 

This means ‘the year of our 
lord’ and refers to 

everything after Jesus’ birth.  

Artist's impression of the Colossus 
on Rhodes, built in 280 BC
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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                                                         ANSWERS  Worksheet 1A/B                                                                                                                     

Stick the timeline cards into the correct places in the table below.

c. 2000 BC - 1450 BC c. 1450 BC - 1100 BC c. 1100 BC - 800 BC c. 800 BC - 480 BC c. 480 BC - 323 BC c. 323 BC - 146 BC

Minoan age Mycenaean age Dark age Archaic period Classic period Hellenistic period

This advanced 
civilisation lived on the 

island of Crete. 

The people were ruled 
by kings who shared 

their wealth by 
spending it on art, 

architecture, and food 
for everyone.

This civilisation lived on 
mainland Greece. 
These people are 
named after their 

largest city. 

These people prided 
themselves on being 

successful warriors, and 
spent most of their 

wealth on wars.

There is little or no 
evidence of written 
records, art or trade 
from this period of 

time. 

It is thought that the 
population greatly 

declined during this 
age.

The very first Olympic 
Games took place 
during this period. 

The Greek poet, 
Homer, and the Greek 

mathematician, 
Pythagoras, were born 

during this period.

Athens and Sparta, two 
powerful city-states, 
fought each other 

during the 
Peloponnesian War. 

Alexander the Great, 
who conquered much 
of Europe and Asia, 
was king during this 

period.

The Colossus, a  
50-metre-tall statue, 

was built on the island 
of Rhodes. 

This period ended 
when the Romans 

conquered Greece, 
making it part of the 

Roman Empire.
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