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A newsletter written by the children for the children 

A note from the Editor  Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way! Merry Christmas to everyone and 

welcome to the first edition of Kennington News. This edition is a special Christmas one. We hope you 

enjoy hearing about all the events that we have been doing over the festive season. Lets bring joy to 

Kennington Academy! Ho Ho Ho! There are many things about Christmas that we should all cherish and 

enjoy, especially spending time with family. (Parish and Toby, Year 6, Henry, Year 4)

The True Meaning of Christmas 

Some people do not care about what Christmas really means. They only look forward to receiving pre-

sents, not the important part. They only look forward to the Christmas dinner. But, there is a lot that 

they are missing. The meaning of Christmas is the gift that God gave on the 25th December, nearly 2000 

years ago. That gift was Jesus. Back then, the Jews were waiting for a saviour. The Romans had exiled 

them, and they  had been told that God would send someone, a gift, to save them.  

After a long wait, he finally came. The Jews rejoiced. The new king had been born. God sent holy mes-

sengers (angels) to tell the Jews that the thing they had been waiting for had finally happened. This long 

wait is what we call today, Advent. They followed the star that had suddenly appeared in the sky, and 

gathered around Jesus.  

Christmas is about the gift that mankind received from God all those 2000 years ago. So this Christmas, 

don’t just look forward to getting a present, look forward to giving. (Thomas G, Year 5) 

Christmas Church Service 

Every year we enjoy a service at the church. We normally go in house groups and this year was the same. 

The songs we chose to sing were ‘Midnight,’ ‘We Three Kings’ and ‘ No Room at the Inn .’  Someone from 

every house read a prayer, year 6 did some readings and year 3 all made Christingles. The church is always 

decorated beautifully. (Henry, Year 4) 

Christmas Trees 

Everyone knows it is Christmas as soon as the tree goes up, right? Well here are some other interesting 

facts… 

1. In 2017, 15,094,678 trees were cut down. 

2. Growing all these millions of trees requires about 19.7 square miles of land.  

3. All of that space could cover 50% of Disneyland in Orlando! 

4. The average height of each tree is nearly 7ft, so if stacked on top of each other, 15.1 million trees 

would almost reach a height at which satellites orbit the earth. (Daisy, Year 5) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Christmas in France 

In France, before the Christmas meal, many people go to church for Midnight Mass. Did you know alt-

hough it is called midnight mass this religious service usually takes  place sometime between 7pm and 

11pm? In France they have lots of desserts. One of them is called a Yule Log. It is often part of a tradition-

al French Christmas meal. The family gather together for a special meal called Le Reveillon. Advent in 

France starts four Sundays before Christmas Day.  On Christmas Eve it is traditional for each child to 

leave a pair of their own shoes at the foot of the Christmas tree before going to bed.  (Ileana) 

Christmas in Spain 

Are you wondering how they do Christmas in Spain? At midnight people go  to the church and a rooster 

goes too because they think the rooster crowed when Jesus was born. In Spain some of the most popular 

Christmas desserts are: marzipan, turron and polvorones which all have crunchy round nuts.  Many homes 

in Spain have a nativity set up so they can remember the Christmas story. Across many Spanish towns, 

they also put on plays or scenes to remind them of Jesus’ birth. (Jake) 

Year 4 

Christmas in Mexico 

Christmas in Mexico is celebrated from the 12th of December up to the 6th January. Between the 16th of 

December until the 24th, children often take part in a ‘Posada’ (procession). Christmas Eve in Mexican 

Spanish is called Nochebuena. On this day, most families have a special meal. Some families eat tamales, 

which are dumplings wrapped in corn husks. Ponche Navideño is a hot punch made with Mexican haw-

thorn called tejocotes. Posada party is a room where children are invited to party. The host will offer food 

and drinks. They will play games such as the piñata. (Maryssa) 

Christmas in Canada 

Christmas in Canada is very similar to ours. They have many celebrations and festivals across the country. 

Most families decorate their houses with fir or pine trees as well as other decorations. In Canada, they 

have stockings and presents. Some open their presents on Christmas Eve, some open their stocking whilst 

others open one present and leave the rest until Christmas day. The main Christmas meal is often roast 

turkey with ‘all the trimmings.’ Their favourite pudding is normally Christmas/plum pudding and mince-

meat tarts. Some families have a cookie-baking contest and exchange the recipe with family members. Ski-

ing, skating and tobogganing are popular around Christmas time. Canada are proud to say that the man 

himself lives in Canada however I don’t think that Finland would agree with that! Labrador City in New-

foundland holds a Christmas light-up contest every year. (Hannah and Ayiri) 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Christmas in Argentina 

A Christmas in Argentina is different to one in England because, unlike us, they only send christmas cards 

to close relatives and friends. Also, on Christmas Eve there is Midnight Mass and a firework display. The 

cold weather that England has wouldn't be found in Argentina seeing as the country is on the opposite 

side of the world, forcing it to be sunny at Christmas time. In Argentina, decorations are to be put up 

around a specific date, the eighth of December, however, in England people can put up their decorations 

whenever their hearts desire. On the sixth of January, the Argentinians open their well awaited presents. 

For Christmas dinner, they eat thinly sliced cow tongue, though England has a more traditional dish. Glo-

bos, home-made lanterns, light up the sky like one thousand little stars during the night. A unique differ-

ence between England and Argentina is their and our Christmas trees - theirs are either blue, green, white 

or black! They put cotton balls on their trees to represent snow as they obviously don't have any of that in 

their ‘un-Christmassy’ weather. A nativity scene is usually found near the Christmas tree. There are many 

similarities between these countries including: both do decorations, though in Argentina some may have a 

meaning behind them, delicious Christmas dinner is served in both countries, however Argentina have 

some pretty interesting dishes! Overall, Argentina is very unique when it comes to Christmas time. (Katy-

Mae and Becky)                       

Year 6 

Australian Christmas traditions are a lot different to those of England. They have Christmas in the middle 

of Summer and play sports including Aussie Rules, cricket and have barbecues on Christmas day. They eat 

ham, berries and ice cream compared to our traditional roast turkey, although some families do have a tra-

ditional British turkey roast dinner. There are some families who head outside to barbecue their Christmas 

day dinner. Australians picture Father Christmas in shorts, t-shirt and sandals; his sleigh is pulled by six 

white boomers (kangaroos). The most popular event of the Christmas season is Carols by Candlelight. 

People come together at night to light candles and sing carls outside. (Iñaki) There is a song called Aussie 

Jingle Bells which is the same tune but different words. You should look it up! (Parish and Toby) 

Fun facts (Katy-Mae, Year 5) 

 Jingle Bells was written for Thanksgiving and not Christmas. It was the first song to be broadcast 

from space. 

 In Germany, Poland and Ukraine, finding a spider’s web or spider is considered very lucky as accord-

ing to one legend, a spider wove a web for baby Jesus.  

 The first artificial Christmas tree was made out of goose feathers which were dyed green. It wasn’t a 

tree at all!    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 

How many differences can you find? 

Christmas Dinner 

Do you love Christmas dinner just as much as we do? This year we had Christmas dinner on Wednesday 

11th December. Even the teachers shared a table as well! Mrs Bell, Mrs Seal, Mrs Wratten and Mrs Sage 

served everyone their dinner and they did a great job. This year it was great to see a choice of stuffing or 

sausage. Hope you all enjoyed the dinner; get your spaces booked on the calendar for next year! (Daisy, 

Year 5) 

How many words can you make 

using the letters from the words 

CHRISTMAS TREE? 

 

Comedy Corner  

1. What do you call Santa Claus when 

he doesn't move? 

Answer: Santa Pause 

2. Why is it always cold at Christmas?  

Answer: Decemberrrrrrrrrr! 

Choir 

In Kennington this year, we have had a very successful Christ-

mas choir. We, the children, have attended John Lewis, our own 

Christmas Fayre and visited the Grange to sing for the residents. 

We learnt a selection of songs including: Midnight, The Gift and 

Because it’s Christmas.  Thank you to everyone who donated. 

(Jess) 


